



WIGGENHALL ST MARY MAGDALEN PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting held on 9 January 2014
Present  

Cllrs: J Anderson, R Chitty, D Coles, S Crumpler, P Hollox, J Morton, P Smith (Chair), G Spicer,
Clerk – S Goodwin
No members of the public 
142/13 Apologies for absence
B Dent,
143/13 Minutes of the meeting held on 12 December
Having been circulated previously, it was proposed and accepted that the minutes be agreed 
144/13 Declarations of Interest and Dispensation Requests

None
145/13 Public Speaking

None
146/13 Matters Arising
113/13
Letter of thanks sent by A Sherfield for Christmas Tree made from recycled goods and displayed in the church.  

116/13
Clerk awaiting suggested dates from O Kelly for councilors to visit the school.  
131/13
i
Clerk has ascertained from Environment Agency that no flood alert warnings are given unless person registered with Flood warning system specifically requests this.   EA believed this could be done on line but clerk demonstrated this was not the case.  The EA communications office is to rectify this but mean while registration for flood alerts can be done by phone  on 0845 988 1188.  This information to be put on PC website

ii
Borough Council confirmed to clerk that it is no longer involved in the supply of sandbags or any flood prevention measures


iii
Police have not yet responded to letter complaining about the lack of any police presence in village during December Flood alert.

131/13a
Grit bin in Church Close still full of water.  Concern expressed by residents that quality of grit will have been reduced and should therefore be replaced.  Suggestion also that bin be locked and keys held by residents.  Clerk had already written to highways concerning properties of waterlogged grit but as yet received no reply.  Agreed that locking bin would not be practical.  Clerk to arrange for support at rear of bin to prevent lid falling down at back of bin.
132/13
Rota for SAM unit now received from NCC.  Tilney All Saints PC has purchased its own unit, which is not suitable for loaning to Magdalen, and TAS PC no longer on the SAM rota.  Steve Jarrett (NCC) has assessed that Park Crescent is not suitable for use of SAM unit and has assessed 2 areas suitable for its use, both by Blacksmith’s workshop in Stow Road.  He will assess any suggested sites
132/13
Cllr Smith had been notified by police that speed limit for tractors is currently 20mph but a review to increase this to 25mph is underway.  Any tractor recorded by speedwatch team exceeding this limit will therefore be reported.

137/13
Cllr Hopkins and Cllr Long both responded to request to lobby NCC for 50% funding for PC in Partnership Funding.  Cllr. Long is actively pursuing this and also for increased highways maintenance budget
147/13 Correspondence
a
Next SNAP meeting 15 January at Marshland High School
b
Planning training to take place 10 and 11 February at South Lynn Community Centre
148/13 
Highways

Drain outside 4 Stow Road to be unblocked and road markings Church Close junction programmed.  No major refurbishment works programme
149/13 Annual Parish Meeting
Meeting to be held 7pm, 10 April.  Street lighting, Parish Plan update and invitations to MP, BC and CC to be sent
150/13 
Commemoration of 100th Anniversary of WW1
Suggestions put forward included Old Time Music Hall, exhibition in church, poppy paintings by children, poppy growing either as competition or in designated area of the village, planting of Peace rose or Remembrance rose, possibly in Pound area.  Clerk to try and arrange meeting with all village organisations and PC members
151/13 
Freedom of Information Publication Scheme review
Matter to be on March agenda, which is when it is annually reviewed
152/13 Planning 

Extension, alterations and domestic garage (retrospective) at White House Farm, Vine Hill, 13/01831/F  The following comment to be sent - Magdalen Parish Council considered the above application and although at this stage it has supported it, it was strongly felt that by building without permission, consultation is almost worthless not only in this case but all retrospective applications.  It was also commented that more of these applications appear to be occurring and that stronger action should be taken to discourage building without prior relevant permission being obtained. 
153/13  
Finance 
a
Accepted accounts to December 31st
b
Agreed £87 payment for Society of Local Council Clerks membership for 2014

c
Request received from Magdalen Village Hall requesting that PC purchase speed ramps for installation in village hall car park.  Agreed that PC purchase ramps but suggest they be positioned at gateway.



Prop. – Cllr Coles
2nd – Cllr Chitty
Agreed

d
Agreed cheques be signed and payments made

e
i
Considered replacement of street lighting and funding from Public Works Loan Board.  It was agreed that budgeting for repayment of loan should be included but no action to be taken until after Annual Parish Meeting.  Savings in running costs of lighting supply and maintenance would offset cost of lighting and interest payable on loan


Prop. – Cllr Crumpler
2nd – Cllr Spicer
Agreed

ii
Considered 2 VAS units to be included in application for Parish Partnership Funding.  Agreed that 2 units be applied for, one to be in Lynn Road by Church Meadow Farm and the second one to be by bridge in Church Road on entrance to village in both locations.  Park Crescent confirmed by Steve Jarrett (NCC) to be unsuitable for unit, so this was not considered


Prop. – Cllr Morton
2nd – Cllr Coles
Agreed

iii
Considered budget items including annual running costs and future projects such as cemetery fence, improved street lighting and purchase of VAS units.  All allotment monies were ignored in calculations and it was agreed that Precept for 2014/2015 should be set at £14482


Prop. – Cllr Anderson
2nd – Cllr Chitty
Agreed
154/13 
Councillors Concerns and agenda items
Speeding and Incinerator to be on next agenda
155/13 Date of meeting

Next meeting – 13 February  Cllr Spicer to check accounts before February, March and April meeting
Meeting closed 9.15 pm
Chairman
……………………………….
Date
………………………
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