



WIGGENHALL ST MARY MAGDALEN PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 4 April 2008
Present
 W Bates, A Downing, N Grady, P Hollox, P Smith, P Stone – Chair, D Walsh
Clerk - S Goodwin, 
Also present 4 members of the public
1/08 
Accept apologies for absence

B Blanks – letter of resignation read out and accepted, E Lucie-Smith, F Moreau, (BC), 
2/08 
Declarations of Interest on Agenda Items


P Hollox prejudicial interest in 17/08b as owner of land in Mill Road, Magdalen, also see 17/08b
3/08 
Public Speaking

It was agreed that meeting be adjourned for members of public to speak 


P Hollox made a statement concerning his land in Mill Road
Meeting restarted.
4/08 
Confirm minutes of the meeting held on 7 March 2008


That minutes be accepted as a true and accurate record


Prop. –  D Walsh
2nd– N Grady

Agreed  unanimously
5/08 
Accept accounts to 18 March



Prop. –  T Downing
2nd– W Bates

 Agreed  unanimously 
6/08 
Matters Arising

189/07
Children’s memorials for cemetery – Now ready for placing.  N Grady and D Walsh to decide on exact landscaping and arrangements for placing of memorial stones.  Clerk to show them locations.  Emersons to be advised of delay
208/07
Annual Parish Meeting leaflets given to councillors for distribution
209/07
Pound area – Copy of River Great Ouse Catchment Board requesting formal rent demand from PC, 29th September, 1942, found by clerk, would appear to show that pound was owned by PC.  Assorted documents copied and given to T Downing for giving to Conservation Officer.  K Holland has offered to make and erect a litter bin for the pound area.  No objections were made
237/07
Insurance cover for unforeseen legal fees – Clerk unable as yet to find cover for properties not owned and insured by them.  PC’s liability for Village Hall to be on June Agenda

238/07
Community Emergency Plan – St Germans have formulated a draft plan and submitted it to BC.  Kevin Kent advised them and supplied a template.  Matter to be monitored to see results of their submission.  To be on June agenda
241/07ii
Cemetery maintenance – first grass cut has been done 
241/07iv
Broken cover junction of Park Crescent/Stow Road – Reported to BT and repaired
241/07v
Steps cut into riverbank – Reported to Environment Agency
Meeting was adjourned

218/07
Park Crescent flooding – Anglian Water still awaiting CCTV tests.  NCC investigating change of  dyke drainage with landowner and BC as dyke at back of Park Crescent has been incorporated into some gardens and fenced in.  Freebridge are responding to request from AW that they investigate surface water drainage of their properties.  Letters urging action to be sent to Borough and County Councillors, H Bellingham MP and Jo Garrod 
Meeting was reconvened

7/08 
Correspondence


Local Government Review -  Update by KLBC at Town Hall, 9 April, 6-8pm 

Speed Awareness Monitoring – results of 3 visits to Stow Road received.  Highest recorded speed 54mph
8/08 
Finance
a
Internal Audit Statement distributed to councillors at meeting.  

Internal auditing procedures reviewed and agreed 

b
Approved cheques for signing

9/08 
Affordable Housing 


Tim Godden is no longer in post and NRCC are unsure of the future of Affordable Housing within their organization.  Lorraine Douglas will give update at APM as to how Affordable Housing in Magdalen could possibly progress
10/08 
Cemetery

Fallen trees had been removed by T Downing and A Gipp, but it was felt that remaining trees posed a danger, due to their height.  Letter of thanks to be sent to A Gipp for assisting in removal of trees Letter to be sent to occupant of house pointing out PC’s concerns and supplying telephone numbers of possible contractors, pointing out that they are not recommended by PC and PC take no responsibility in the matter.  N Grady to supply numbers.  
11/08 
Highways





D Walsh and P Smith to inform clerk of pot-holes needing attention and highways then to be informed

12/08 
Footpaths

W Bates and P Stone are now footpath officers for PC and will report at next meeting
13/08 
Allotments
a
Allotment fees to remain at £40 per ½ acre plot per annum
b
Little Seedlings applied to rent plot 53.  Clerk to check PC insurance if someone is injured.  Write letter ensuring that A Smith knows where plot is and pointing out that fencing needs to be erected, vicinity of dyke, insurance will be needed re safety of persons using the land, land is poor growing land.  If all this is satisfactory and A Smith wishes to proceed, clerk to issue agreement and invoice.
14/08 
Complaints Procedure

Draft of NALC complaints procedure for Parish Councils given to councillors.  Clerk to ascertain who appeal would be made to and amend procedure for May meeting
15/08 
Planning for Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation in the East of England Review

No comment
16/08 
PC Representatives Report
CAG priorities for coming month to be Walsoken, West Walton and poor car parking on whole area.  T Downing to report current weight restriction in village being ignored
VHC report concerning maintenance and future events.  Lighting in the hall had been improved in response to requests by Art Club

School report showed that Federation of School enabled flexibility of staffing  
Chair had attended Local Development Framework consultation and found it to be non-productive
17/08 
Planning
a

Construction of self-contained summer house and double stable/tack room at 

Parsonage Farmhouse, Fen Road, 08/00266/F.  Supported


N Grady declared a personal interest in 17/08b as her son owns property which would be adjacent to this

b
P Hollox had requested that  PC support changes to future planning envelope for Mill 
Road.  PC felt unable to support individual sites but will consider future of village planning envelope and the ways in which the PC can influence this at the next meeting.  Clerk explained that Local Development Framework and Sustainable Community Strategy of BC would help form the Core Strategy of the BC.  Individual sites would only be consulted on after this.  Any  comments should be made in response to the discussion papers already received by the Parish Council and must refer to specific paragraphs to avoid comments being misinterpreted.  Clerk to seek information from BC concerning anticipated dates of changes and explain that request for support has been received from parishioner.  Also to enquire if any changes are in hand at the moment. 
18/08 
Councillors Concerns and Agenda Items for next meeting

Letter of congratulation to be sent to L Wilkinson, who has had the Title of Honorary Alderman conferred.
19/08 
Date of next meeting


Next meeting to be 2 May, with APM starting at 6pm before that.  W Bates to check accounts.
 Meeting closed 9.27 pm  
Chairman
……………………………………….
Date
……………………………………
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