



WIGGENHALL ST MARY MAGDALEN PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on 11 May 2009
Present
 Councillors 
W Bates




A Bumstead 



A Downing




P Hollox



E. Lucie-Smith (Chairman), 



D Walsh



Clerk 
S Goodwin 
Also present 2 members of the public
18/09 Election

a
Cllr. Lucie-Smith as Chair

 

Prop - Cllr. Downing

2nd - Cllr. Walsh
Agreed unanimously

b
Cllr. Downing as Vice-Chair



Prop - Cllr. Walsh

2nd - Cllr. Lucie-Smith
Agreed unanimously

Declarations of acceptance of office signed and witnessed
19/09 Accept apologies for absence
None
20/09 Appointment of Representatives


Village Hall Committee 

Cllr. Hollox


Safer Neighbourhood Team
Cllr. Downing


Magdalen School

Cllr. Lucie-Smith to contact Head teacher

Footpaths


Cllr. Bates


Allotments


Cllr. Bates
21/09 Confirm minutes of the meeting held on 20 April
Having been circulated before the meeting, the minutes were accepted as a true and accurate record by all present at the meeting 
22/09 Accept accounts to 18 April
That accounts be accepted 
 

Agreed  unanimously
23/09 Declarations of Interest on Agenda Items

Cllr. Hollox prejudicial interest in 38/09, Cllr Lucie-Smith personal interest in 38/09 
24/09 Public Speaking

It was agreed that meeting be adjourned for members of public to speak 

No comments
Meeting restarted
 
25/09 Matters Arising

61/08
Old School premises, Mill Road – owner given 56 days to tidy the land by Planning Enforcement 
Officer

106/08
Speeding – Police asked by clerk for update, reply given that they have no further information to 
pass to PC 

147/08
Cessation of mobile police station visits – Letter sent to Chief Constable asking for reasons for lack of response from officers concerning this matter, was answered by Inspector Durham phoning the clerk.  No reason was given for lack of consultation.  A Sergeant was to be asked to contact clerk – no contact received.   Matter to be on next agenda to consider a letter to be written by the PC and possible to be signed by both Chair and the clerk. Chair acknowledged that no letter should be written by councillors, which may give the impression that their private views were actually those of the PC, but possibly a letter countersigned by Chair would carry more weight with Chief Constable.
207/08
Church Clock Repairs – cheque received and matter to be on next agenda
Matters Arising (Cont’d)
223/08c
Cemetery – e-mail from visitor saying that on recent visit, no dog fouling found and looking forward to footpath from Park Crescent being improved.  Clerk had been in close contact with Freebridge Housing who accepted this footpath was their responsibility, but were unable to spread shingle due to bike barrier stopping wheel barrow access.  As there is a kissing gate at the cemetery end of the path, the barrier may be removed as bikes are unable to get through to cemetery this way.  Clerk had requested that works be completed by 14 May due to funeral taking place on 15th.  Freebridge were also told by clerk that this pathway had not just been weeded by KLBC but had been laid with pebbles, Freebridge were unaware of the surfacing history, believing it to be soil only.

26/09 Correspondence

Norfolk Association of Local Councils – Survey to be completed by Chair and clerk
Norfolk Police Authority  – Survey to be completed by Chair and clerk
Vitalising Rural Communities – Meeting 13th May at Elmswell.  9.30am – 4.30pm
LDF Briefing Sessions – 14th, 19th and 26th May.  6.30pm to 7.30pm.  Cllrs. Hollox and Lucie-Smith to attend
27/09 Finance
a
Renewal of Norfolk Rural Community Council

Prop. – Cllr. Downing

2nd – Cllr. Bates
5 for, 1 abstention
b
Flower Festival.  Book title chosen by Mrs Cook to be The Gardening Club was agreed  


£35 to be given for flowers for the display


Prop. - Cllr. Lucie-Smith

2nd  - Cllr.Downing
Agreed unanimously
c
Possible purchase of lighting and cabling costs for village Christmas Tree to be on next agenda
d
Donation to Magdalen First Responders to be on next agenda
e
That cheques be signed 

Agreed unanimously
f
Agree to accept and implement final NJC salary scale for 2008/2009, with effect from April 2009

Prop. – Cllr. Downing

2nd – Cllr. Lucie-Smith
Agreed unanimously

g
Audit


i
Internal Audit Procedures were reviewed and agreed unanimously

ii
2008/2009 accounts were presented and agreement proposed


Prop. - Cllr. Lucie-Smith

2nd  - Cllr.Downing
Agreed unanimously

iii
Annual Return was signed


iv
Annual Governance Statement was completed
28/09 Lighting Maintenance


As no other local maintainers available, it was agreed to contract with MHB Services.  3 year 
contract offered a 5% discount.  That  3 year contract be agreed with MHB


Prop. - Cllr. Bumstead

2nd  - Cllr.Bates
Agreed unanimously
29/09 Highways
Articles to be sent to Eagre News and Village Voice urging householders to ensure that their hedges  and trees do not overhang the  highway.  If overhanging shrubbery is seen after publication of the articles, PC will consider writing to individual householders
30/09 Planning

None

31/09 Community Emergency Plan


Not yet completed.  Meeting with Kevin Kent to be arranged

32/09 Pound Area
Clerk had contacted Mr Allen for a price to consolidate the wall.  He is a specialist in this field and had been recommended by Stephen Heyward, the Conservation Officer.  No quote received despite several requests.  Clerk to seek alternative contractor and/or price from Mr Allen
33/09 Cemetery
a
Removal of damaged ironwork, driveway maintenance, and possibility of water supply to be 
discussed at next meeting after cemetery inspection, which will take place at 7pm on 8th June.
b
Application for Dog Control Order was considered but considered to be unenforceable and so 
would not be applied for.  No dogs signs to be removed from gates.  BC dog control order covers 
cemetery and could, time permitting, be enforced by KLBC officers
34/09 Allotments
a
Allotment fees for 2010 be increased to £45 per ½ acre plot


Prop. - Cllr. Downing

2nd  - Cllr. Lucie-Smith
Agreed unanimously
b
Allotment inspection to be carried out by councillors at their convenience before June meeting
c
Clerk had conducted several inspections and written to plot holders reminding them that ragwort 
must be eradicated, the driveway and roadway maintained in good condition and access to plots to 
be directly from driveways.  It had been made clear to all plot holders that failure to comply with 
the tenancy agreement terms would result in the PC considering excluding them from their plots in 
accordance with the terms of the agreement
35/09 Proposed Unitary Arrangements


Comment to be sent that the Status Quo should be maintained

36/09 Local List Validation Requirements Consultation


No comment to be sent

37/09 First Aid in Village


No action to be taken by PC at the moment to support first aid classes in the village as suggested 
by First Responder trainer at Annual Parish Meeting due to possibility that another group in the 
village is organising this already.  Matter to be monitored
Cllr.  Hollox left the meeting 
38/09 Affordable Housing
Architect is progressing with design and engineer undertaking flood risk assessment
Cllr. Hollox returned to the meeting

39/09 Village Litter Pick


Possibility that this is already being organised in the village.  Investigations to be made by all 
members.
40/09 Councillors agenda items for next meeting and matters of concern

None
41/09 Date of next meeting

Next meeting will be 8 June
Cllr. Bumstead to check accounts

Meeting closed 9.13 pm  
Chairman
……………………………………….
Date
……………………………………
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