



WIGGENHALL ST MARY MAGDALEN PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on 2 May 2008
Present
 W Bates, A Downing, N Grady, P Hollox, E Lucie-Smith, P Smith, P Stone – Chair, D Walsh
Clerk - S Goodwin, 
Also present 7 members of the public, R Rockcliffe (CC)
20/08 Election of Chair and Vice-Chair


P Stone for Chair

Prop – T Downing
2nd – W Bates
Agreed

T Downing for Vice-Chair

Prop – N Grady
2nd -  W Bates
Agreed

Declarations of acceptance were signed and witnessed
21/08 Apologies for absence
None 
22/08 
Declarations of Interest on Agenda Items


N Grady, D Walsh, personal interest in 23/08a as members of Community Garden Project
Public Speaking

It was agreed that meeting be adjourned for members of public to speak 

Subjects commented upon – Flood wardens, Park Crescent flooding, riverbank steps by Lodes Head, fencing around area of old Kingsfield garage.
Meeting restarted.
23/08 Representatives

a
Community Garden Project
N Grady, D Walsh
b
Village Hall Committee
P Hollox
c
Safer Neighbourhood Group
T Downing
d
School
P Stone
e
Footpaths
W Bates, N Grady
f
Allotments
W Bates

24/08 
Confirm minutes of the meeting held on 4 April 2008


That minutes be accepted as a true and accurate record
Prop. –  P Smith
2nd– D Walsh

Agreed  by all at that meeting
25/08 
Accept accounts to 18 April
Prop. –  T Downing
2nd– E Lucie-Smith

 Agreed  unanimously 
26/08 
Matters Arising


None
27/08 
Correspondence

Consultation on Improving Access to Primary Care – To be on next agenda  
Training for Clerks and Councillors – dates in May and June
Honeybee Swarms – details of volunteer beekeepers who will assist

Connecting Communities -  details of contact for mobile information, support and signposting services for rural communities
Riverbank Handrail and steps by Lodes Head – clerk had reported to the Environment Agency that they were unsafe and within a fortnight they had been replaced at their expense.  Letter of thanks to be sent to them.
28/08 
Finance
a)
To accept annual accounts for 2007/2008
Prop. –  W Bates
2nd– D Walsh
 Agreed  unanimously 
b)
Annual Governance Statement completed
c)
To approve membership fee for 2008/2009 of NCAPTC
Prop. –  E Lucie-Smith
2nd– P Smith
 Agreed  unanimously 
d)
It was unanimously agreed that cheques to be signed
29/08 
Park Crescent 

Freebridge had employed Dynarod to conduct survey.  Results not yet known.  R Rockcliffe to contact Highways and Anglian Water and if not progress made within a fortnight, meeting to be called with agencies involved to attend.  Letter to be sent to Environmental Health as flooding is a health hazard.  Letter to be sent to Internal Drainage Board as dyke needs ‘bottoming out’
30/08 Affordable Housing

Letter to be sent to Nikki Patton’s line manager expressing the PC’s dismay that through no fault of her own, she was unprepared for the situation, when new and unexpected plans were presented to the village.  The plans produced showed 6 properties on land adjacent to 42 Stow Road with an access road through the centre for possible development behind these properties.  No correspondence had been received concerning this development.  
Affordable Housing (Cont’d)


Needs had been ascertained through numbers on Homechoice Register and no survey is to be conducted by BC.  N Grady and E Lucie-Smith to be AH Task Group to contact BC and Broadland Housing to confirm exact position.  Clerk to be copied into all correspondence for PC record

31/08 Cemetery
a)
Tenant of 44 Park Crescent had informed clerk by message on answering machine, that she was not going to do anything about the trees and requested that PC did not bother her anymore.  Hannah Bush of Freebridge housing had been contacted twice regarding the matter and no response had been received.  Clerk to contact her again and if no response, matter to be reported to BC.
b)  
It had been confirmed that the vicar would be happy to be involved in a small ceremony at the laying of the memorials.  Representative from the chapel to be asked.  P Jones had agreed that planting of bushes and memorials in consecrated area of cemetery by unmarked children’s graves would cause no problem but requested that stems be protected against strimmer damage.  T Downing donated seating for the cemetery and was thanked by the PC.

That the area of unmarked childrens graves in the cemetery be landscaped

Prop. –  E Lucie-Smith
2nd– T Downing
 Agreed  unanimously 

N Grady to arrange.  Vouchers to be used from Pride in Norfolk award.
32/08 
Highways

Pot-holes to be reported at Horseshoe Barn, Fitton Road and Mill Road.  Highways reported that they will not be clearing the dykes at the rear of 3 and 4 Stow Road as it was the landowners responsibility, 20mph limit speed request is best dealt with through School Travel Plan, which they are submitting and a wish list of their larger road repairs was supplied
33/08 
Footpaths
Footpath 4 is not obvious where it goes through the field
34/08 
Allotments

Little Seedlings seeking information regarding insurance and will be in touch with PC, if they wish to rent plot 53.

Reported that dyke is possibly being filled in near plot 39.  Allotment holder to be contacted urgently to be told  not to fill in dyke.  PC own half of the dyke.
35/08 
Complaints Procedure
Amended draft of NALC complaints procedure for Parish Councils given to councillors.  That this be accepted so as to comply with Standing Order 66
Prop. –  T Downing
2nd– W Bates
 Agreed  unanimously 
36/08 
PC Representatives Report
CAG had advised that any vehicle breaking weight restriction should be reported directly to them by the observer  
VHC invited members of PC to take part in a Quiz night held by Association of Village Halls
School  may be losing .5 of a teaching post  
37/08 
Planning
a)
Application for Conservatory extension to dwelling, 6 Stow Rd, 08/00939/F.  Supported
b)
Members to attend meetings being held by BC to present their views on LDF
38/08 Vacancy for Councillor


Vacancy to be advertised as per standing orders when written confirmation received from BC, that no request to hold an election has been received 
39/08 Village Pound

No further developments.  Item to be put on future agendas only if requested

40/08 Phone Kiosks


Proposed that 2 telephone kiosks in village to be removed by BT.  No comment to be sent
41/08 Litter Bin


T Downing and clerk to meet BC representative to discuss provision of litter bin for village
42/08 Councillors Concerns and Agenda Items for next meeting
None
43/08 
Date of next meeting

Next meeting to be 6 June with cemetery inspection at 7pm.  A Downing to check accounts
Meeting closed 9.30 pm  
Chairman
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