WIGGENHALL ST MARY MAGDALEN PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 9 November 2007
Present
Councillors- 
W Bates B Blanks,, A Downing, N Grady, P Hollox,



P Smith, P Stone – Chair, D Walsh
Clerk - S Goodwin, 
Also present 6 parishioners
Members of the PC introduced themselves

131/07 
Accept apologies for absence

 E Lucie-Smith,
132/07 
Declarations of Interest on Agenda Items


None
133/07 
Public Speaking


It was agreed that meeting be adjourned for members of public to speak on agenda items


5 members of the public were present to receive update on Affordable Housing

Meeting restarted.

134/07 
Confirm minutes of the meeting held on 12 October 

Subject to inserting in 125/07 after ‘their concerns…… ‘It was agreed that he would be 
accompanied by at least one other councilor.’ 


That minutes be accepted as a true and accurate record


Prop. – W Bates

2nd– D Walsh 
Agreed by all present at meeting
135/07 
Accept accounts to 18 October


Prop. –  T Downing

2nd– N Grady
Accepted unanimously
136/07 
Matters Arising

Pride in Norfolk Award – Village Hall Committee agreed to display plaque in hall.  S Wilkinson given plaque for safe keeping

102/07
Station Road proposed footpath – Hugh Lacey, chair of Watlington PC to contact chair of Magdalen PC

125/07
Visits to Village Groups  - Chair visited several groups obtaining views, complaints.  He was accompanied by another councilor on 2 occasions.  It was agreed that as much as possible, matters raised were to be passed to the agencies concerned – Village Hall, Borough Council, Police, by the clerk and the results to be on the next agenda.  PC matters were dealt with later in the meeting.  Chair to visit M-Y Group.
128/07
Speeding – Police responded that there are no further plans to conduct further checks in Magdalen as their priorities are given to areas with history of serious and/or fatal accidents.  Clerk to write expressing disappointment of PC and request that our request be kept in mind.  Police reported  no pattern in speeding figures in Stow Road.
137/07 
Correspondence


CPRE  - Light pollution guidance notes and Standard Clause – to be on next agenda


NRCC- Webpage training, 27th November at Magdalen Village Hall,  3pm


Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment for BC of King’s Lynn & West Norfolk


Consultation on Queen Elizabeth Hospital becoming a Foundation Trust – next agenda
138/07 
Finance
a
Cheque to be signed and witnessed


Unanimously agreed
b
2008/2009 budget item suggestions were received
139/07 
Affordable Housing 


Clerk had contacted Ed Mumford-Smith(BH), Peter Ramsdale(BC) and Tim Godden (NRCC), who offered to speak to the PC before the meeting on December 14th.  BH require a definite ‘yes’ or ‘no’ to PC willingness to proceed with Affordable Housing in the village.  Invitation to be accepted.  Peter Ramsdale had written to Tim Godden advising of his approval in the undertaking of a new Housing Needs Survey
140/07 
Siltation of the Great River Ouse Pressure Group

P Smith to enquire if sirens should have been sounded during recent flood warnings for East Anglia
141/07 
Cemetery

a
quotes for granite memorial and lettering obtained by clerk.  Emerson’s of Downham Market to be asked to supply detailed drawing and quote for 12” square granite monument with the words ‘Children of Magdalen, 1900-1956’
b
Head teacher of School and organizers of M-Y Group to be asked to speak to children about not cycling in cemetery, or using it as a play area
142/07 
Pound Area


Suggested during Chair’s visit to village groups that sign be erected.  Matter to be considered along with preservation of the Pound Area.  N Grady to seek advice on assistance available in preserving Pound Area.   Agreed that no bench to be placed in pound area, due to safety reasons. 

143/07 
Pride of Norfolk Award


Vouchers awarded as prize to be used in improvement of Pound Area.
144/07 
Allotments
a
Due to roadway for plots 1-39 being obstructed by structures on plots 1-10, it was agreed that tenants be informed that access to all plots will in future be alongside dyke and allotment roadway, with access from Foldgate Lane.  Maintenance of this access will be the total responsibility of the tenants but no hardcore to be placed on the land.  It was acknowledged that this would restrict access during wet weather.  Existing tenants of plots 1-39 to be asked to move their fences to allow 4 metres of roadway.  This being the width required if land is used for cultivation and tractors being used
b
Allocation of plots for 2008.  Requests were received from S Brooker and D Brooker plots 40-52.  M Howlet plots 55-60, C Tombleson plot 53.  H Pont gave notice on plot 54.  These requests and that plot 54 be left vacant for any future requests for plot for cultivation, were agreed.  Requests were received from Mr M Main plots 1-10, 21-30, A Prentice plots 11-20, Ms M Main plots 11-14, notice being given on plots 15-20 and 31-39.  K Wheatley requested plots up to 3 acres in total.  Clerk recommended that Mr M Main and A Prentice be allocated plots as requested as they wished to work plots together.  Ms M Main to be allocated plots 31-34 and K Wheatley to be allocated plots 35-39.  After discussion it was decided that Mr Main be allocated plots 1-10 and 21-30, Ms M Main to be allocated 11-14, K Wheatley to be allocated 15-20.  Ms M Main to be informed that one year’s notice on her plots will be waived on condition that plots have been re-let for 2008.  Failing that, the one year’s notice and the rental and drainage fees due will be her responsibility.
c
It was reported that horse jumps are being used on plots 53 and 54 by S Brooker.  Clerk to contact her and if this is the case, ask her to refrain from doing so.

February Agenda to include a discussion on the future of the allotments and December agenda to include discussion of measuring of plots by qualified person
145/07 
Village Handyman

Matter to be on next agenda
146/07 
Highways

Comments received by chair from parishioners included requests for improved street lighting in Church Close and Park Crescent and for speeding restriction for Park Crescent.

To explore additional lighting and speed restrictions in Park Crescent



Prop. –  P Hollox

2nd– D Walsh

7 for, 1 abstention.

D Walsh to convene meeting with P Hollox to arrange investigation of the matter and report to next meeting.  Clerk to write to BC regarding lighting in Church Close.

NCC Highways oredered repairs of footpath at Mill Road/Stow Road junction and will deliver planings for use of allotment holders.  W Bates to check if this has been done.
147/07 
Planning
a
07/01391/F Construction of two dwellings  3 Stow Road.  Permission granted by BC.
b
Conversion of former workshop to residential dwelling and temporary siting of mobile home during conversion works at Barns opposite Holley House, Stow Road, 07/02173/F - Supported
148/07 
Community Action Group

Next meetings to be on 12 November and 15 January.  Priorities decided at September meeting were Terrington St Clement, Tilney St Lawrence and Clenchwarton
149/07 
Dog Control Orders and Litter Consultation

Clerk to respond to ensure that no dogs allowed in Magdalen cemetery is included in BC Recylcing and Waste Management Dog Control Orders.  Possibility of purchasing litter bin which will then be emptied FOC on a weekly basis  was noted
150/07 
2008 PC Meeting Dates 

Clerk requested that meetings be held on 1st Friday of each month.  Clerk felt that reported bank statements were too out of date to present an accurate figure by holding meetings on 2nd Friday


That meetings be held on 1st Friday of each month from January 2008



Prop. –  T Downing

2nd– B Blanks

Members to amend their own standing order copies to save resources
151/07 
Councillors Concerns and Agenda Items for next meeting 

Letter to be sent to Head Postmaster expressing dissatisfaction at sudden closure of Magdalen Post Office for 2 weeks.  Chair and clerk to liaise
152/07 
Date of next meeting

Next meeting to be 14 December.  E Lucie-Smith to check accounts in December, January
Meeting closed 9.55 pm  
Chairman
……………………………………….
Date
………………………………
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