



WIGGENHALL ST MARY MAGDALEN PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 10 November 2008
Present
 Councillors A Bumstead, A Downing, P Hollox, E. Lucie-Smith (Chairman), D Walsh
Clerk - S Goodwin, 
W Bates did not attend,
Also present 3 members of the public

141/08 Accept apologies for absence
None. 
142/08 Confirm minutes of the meeting held on 3 October
Subject to ‘as’ being removed in 136/08 and ‘Applicants for entry’ being replaced by ‘the parishioners who had entered the village’ in 138/08

That minutes previously circulated and taken as read, are a true and accurate record
 Agreed unanimously

Confirm minutes of the meeting held on 17 October

That minutes previously circulated and taken as read, are a true and accurate record
 Agreed unanimously
143/08 Accept accounts to 18 October
That accounts be accepted 
 


Agreed  unanimously
144/08 Declarations of Interest on Agenda Items

P Hollox, interest in 150/08 Affordable Housing
145/08 Public Speaking

It was agreed that meeting be adjourned for members of public to speak 

Matters raised included SAM 1 and SAM 2, school pupil numbers
Meeting restarted
 
146/08 Matters Arising

61/08
Old School property owned by K Moore.  No action has been taken to tidy area since request made 
by PC in June 2008.  NCC to be asked for assistance in the matter

106/08
SAM 2 – there are only 4 machines to cover the whole of Norfolk and speed factors, engineers 
recommendations, casualty data and volumes of traffic are taken into consideration before machines 
are put into position
117/08
F Moreau – Borough Councillor, had replied ‘Please note that it IS NOT a requirement of my post 
to attend Parish Council Meetings. Indeed I am totally unable to make Monday nights as I work 
one hundred miles away on a Monday. Of course, if there are any particular issues that the 
P.C. wish me to advise on, then please let me know’.
125/08
War Memorial – 4 pots were now in position around memorial, planted with Rosemary shrubs

130/08
Cemetery seats had been found.  Police and Insurance company notified

135/08
Gas Board unable to comprehend that supply question relates to the village not an individual, clerk 
to continue with request for gas supply to village

138/08
Plaque from Pride in Norfolk Award to be attached to village sign by Stuart D Warren



Prop. – Cllr. Downing

2nd – Cllr. Walsh 
Agreed unanimously
147/08 Correspondence

Terrington LAG – Minutes of October meeting and date of next meeting to be 17th November
Code of Conduct for local authority members and employees -  Consultation.  To be circulated and  to be on next agenda

Parish Training from KLBC – 22, 29 and 30 January at Hunstanton, Downham Market and King’s Lynn.  Cllrs Hollox and Lucie-Smith to attend
Wash Estuary – 18 November meeting at Knights Hill, 10am.  No-one to attend
Mobile Police Station  - Visit to Magdalen has been withdrawn due to high demand in other villages.  Cllr. Downing had requested explanation and it was only reconfirmed that the decision had been made
Little Seedlings – their shed and fencing has been vandalized at back of Village Hall

148/08 Finance
a
No application for use of Pride in Norfolk monies has yet been received.  Clerk explained that 
items to be purchased with this money should be purchased and initially owned by the PC, in order 
to comply with VAT regulations.  Donations from this award should be applied for in the usual 
manner using the PC Donation Application Form
b
Cheques to be signed 



Prop. - Cllr. Downing
2nd –  Cllr. Lucie-Smith

Agreed unanimously
c
Budget items to be included in December were cemetery driveway improvements and Community 
Emergency Plan
149/08 VH/School Roadway
A Hughes still making enquiries.  County Council Estates produced a copy of the Land Registry document for the drive leading from Park Crescent to Village Hall and School, the same document which had been received from the Borough Council.  A Hughes, headteacher is still trying to obtain copy of lease between Magdalen School, Magdalen Village Hall and  Magdalen Parish Council  Trees on school grounds have been cut back as requested to assist playing field maintainer to cut grass
It was reported as a matter of concern, although not within PC powers to control, that the damp problem in the 2 affected bungalows in Park Crescent has resurfaced after only 3 weeks.
150/08 Affordable Housing
Ed Mumford-Smith e-mailed to say that no further progress has been made
151/08 Cemetery
a
Cllr. Walsh had inspected the cemetery and recommended that metal edging around graves and broken concrete be removed as they presented a safety hazard.  Clerk to meet with Cllr. Walsh and identify graves concerned and try to contact relatives for maintenance of graves to take place.  If no contact can be made, advert to be placed in local press for relatives to contact clerk.  Clerk to obtain price for advert and matter to be on next agenda
b
Driveway is now in need of repair by gateway as the ground is sunken.  Clerk had contacted Internal Drainage Board after deep clefts had been left in surface after dyke clearance.  Lighter  weight machine to be used in future and current damage to be repaired if possible by IDB.  Clerk to investigate cost and load bearing properties of Safagrass matting
152/08 Highways

Highways will complete ‘whitemarked’ roadworks in the village as soon as possible.  Very smooth 
road surface outside 82 Stow Road, will be dangerous if iced over – NCC to be informed
153/08 Allotments

a
Solicitor Nicholas Hancox advised that new agreement be used.  As none of the allotment plots are 
used for commercial purposes a continuous contract can be used with 6 months notice on either 
side.  PC will need to keep a strict eye on use of plots to ensure that absolutely no commercial use 
takes place

That new agreement be accepted and used from January 2009 

Twice yearly inspections to take place with reports sent to tenants.


 Prop. – Cllr. Downing

 2nd – Cllr. Bumstead
Agreed unanimously
 b
Rubbish has been cleared by M Main from plots 31-39 as requested.  


That he be allocated plots 1- 10 and 21-30 – agreed unanimously
154/08 Insurance
Proposed amendments to asset insurance had been circulated before the meeting.  It was confirmed by Norwich Union that no legal costs cover was available for any dispute between Parish Council as Landlord and a tenant.  Insurance for locum cover for clerk’s absence was £1000 minimum premium, which the PC decided not to accept.
War memorial replacement cost to be £5600, pound wall replacement cost to be £5000, cemetery gates to be insured for £4379, Children’s memorials to be included in policy, seating insurance to be increased to 5 units and Christmas decorations to be included.  


Prop. – Cllr. Walsh

 2nd – Cllr. Hollox
Agreed unanimously
155/08 Planning
Initial review of Planning Criteria Form took place and matter to be on next agenda
156/08 Making and enforcement of Byelaws Consultation
Comment to be sent that it would appear that the government is abrogating its responsibilities.
157/08 Community Emergency Plan
Cllr. Downing now had template of a Community Emergency Plan and would continue with a proposed formulation of plan for Magdalen
158/08 Standing Orders


Revised Standing Orders had been distributed to all councillors.  That they be accepted



Prop. – Cllr. Lucie-Smith 
2nd – Cllr. Downing


In accordance with Standing Order 68, this matter was, when proposed and seconded, stood
adjourned without discussion to the next ordinary meeting of the Council
159/08 Articles for inclusion in village publications


2 possible articles had been circulated to councillors before the meeting- it was agreed that article 
starting ‘Think’ be requested to be published in Eagre News
160/08 Model Publication Scheme V1.0 April 2008


Model Publication Scheme had been circulated before the meeting


That this be adopted without amendment


Prop. – Cllr. Bumstead

2nd – Cllr. Downing
Agreed unanimously

Magdalen PC publication scheme had been completed  by clerk and copies sent to all 
councillors.  Noted that Parish Plan was perhaps something PC could consider in the future
161/08 Street Lighting

a
Clerk had completed survey of street lighting and pole identification update with lighting 
maintainer.

b
Lighting lantern opposite Church Road needs to be replaced as it is corroded and now obsolete.  
Maintainer to send replacement quotation

162/08 Cold Calling Free Zone
Information still being obtained but volunteers required for system to operate.  Advert for volunteers to be placed on PC website
163/08 Phone Boxes in village


Letter received asking for phone box to be adopted by PC.  Clerk still trying to find answer as to 
whether boxes are due to be removed.  BC says no permission has been given and BT must appeal, 
NorfolkALC list boxes as being due for removal.  BT site states last date for adoption as 31st 
October, and letter written 27th October.  Parishioner to be informed that PC had not objected to 
removal of 
boxes when this was first proposed.   The decision remains unchanged
164/08 Councillors agenda items for next meeting and matters of concern
Only matters noted elsewhere
165/08 Clerks Terms and Conditions

a
That the National Joint Council (NJC) for Local Government Services interim agreement for salary scales 
from April 2008 be accepted



Prop. – Cllr. Lucie-Smith
2nd –Cllr. Downing
Agreed unanimously
b
Clerk had requested that paid hours per month be increased.  That hours be increased to 32 and 
that annual review of hours and clerk’s appraisal to take place in November.  Increase to be back 
dated to January 2008


Prop. – Cllr. Downing

2nd – Cllr. Lucie-Smith
Agreed unanimously
166/08 Date of next meeting

Next ordinary meeting to be 8 December, 
Cllr. Walsh to check accounts in December

Meeting closed 9.55 pm  
Chairman
……………………………………….
Date
……………………………………
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