



WIGGENHALL ST MARY MAGDALEN PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 12 October 2009
Present
 
Councillors 
W Bates, A Downing, P Hollox, E. Lucie-Smith (Chairman),


Clerk 
S Goodwin 


Also present 10 members of the public
107/09 Accept apologies for absence
Letter of resignation from D Walsh was read out
108/09 Confirm minutes of the meeting held on 14 September
Having been circulated before the meeting, the minutes were accepted as a true and accurate record by all present at the meeting 
109/09 Accept accounts to 18 September
That accounts be accepted 
 

Agreed  unanimously
110/09 Declarations of Interest on Agenda Items

.Cllr. Hollox declared a personal interest in 125/09 
111/09 Public Speaking

It was agreed that meeting be adjourned for members of public to speak 

Chair explained that PC policy was that public speaking should be on agenda items only.  Public have the chance to raise other matters at the councillors surgeries being held before each meeting.

No comments made by public.  
Meeting restarted
 
112/09 Matters Arising

61/08
Old School Yard, Mill Road, being cleared to comply with section 215 notice

13/09
EDF Energy works programme includes a scheme to replace much of the existing four wire overhead 
line network with Aerial Bunched Conductor Wire.  Cost approx £28k
105/09
Councillors surgeries advertised on PC website and in local publications


113/09 Finance 
a
To donate £16.50 to RBL Poppy Appeal


Prop. – Cllr. Downing

2nd – Cllr- Lucie-Smith
Agreed unanimously

b
To purchase updates for Clerks Manual


Prop. – Cllr. Lucie-Smith 
2nd – Cllr Hollox
Agreed unanimously

c
To accept amendments to Salary Scales recommended by NALC


Prop. – Cllr. Bates

2nd – Cllr Downing
Agreed unanimously

d
Agreed cheques to be signed

e
Audit report from Mazars – Audit 08/09 was read out and accepted.  Mazars had no 
recommendations to make and accepted accounts

114/09 Co-option of candidates to Parish Council


Applications for co-option were received from S Crumpler and T Main.   Votes were made by signed ballot and both candidates were co-opted onto the PC.  Declaration of Acceptance forms were signed and Cllr. Crumpler and Cllr. Main joined the meeting 
115/09 Correspondence

NRCC – Review of governance structure
Eagre News  - Letter requesting permission to plant apple tree and plants in children’s corner of cemetery.  To be discussed at next meeting.
116/09 Police
No updates received
117/09 Community Emergency Plan
Completed draft plan presented to PC by clerk and approved.
118/09 Pound Area Wall

Possibility that grant has been awarded towards cost of repair.  Matter to be on next agenda
119/09 Highways

NCC had reported:-
a
i
Investigations to be carried out re improved signing possibility by bends at junction of Stow 


Road/Mill Road

ii
Dip in road by Vine Hill to be given emergency treatment.  Recurrence of dip is due to nearby trees

iii
Dip in Stow Road past 30mph sign on Stowbridge side and bridge in Burnt Lane added to works 


schedule
Highways (Continued)

b
Letter to be sent to owner of land adjoining junction of Foldgate Lane and Fen Road to cut back 
overhanging shrubs

c
NCC to be made aware of worsening dips on High Road just past first bend and towards 1st bridge.
120/09 Parish Council Meeting Dates


As per Standing order 68, this item, when proposed and seconded, had been adjourned without discussion to this, the next ordinary meeting of the Council.


That PC meet on second Thursday of each month



Prop. – Cllr. Lucie-Smith
2nd – Cllr. Downing
Agreed unanimously
121/09 Standing Orders


That the following amendments to standing orders be made
a
S O 60 to include that public speaking to be for a total of 10 minutes and near the beginning of the meeting, 

b
S O 15f to be deleted, thus allowing flexibility of agenda items
c
petitions received to be treated as a single item of correspondence, accepted, circulated and if requested, matter to 
be included in future agenda
d
anonymous letters to be circulated to councillors as Private and Confidential.  No action to be taken and original 
letter to be returned to clerk to be kept on file for appropriate time period
e
Policy relating to Code of Conduct Complaint Notifications to be included 




Prop. – Cllr. Downing

2nd – Cllr. Bates


In accordance with Standing order 68, a resolution permanently to add, vary or revoke a Standing Order shall, when proposed and seconded, stand adjourned without discussion to the next ordinary meeting of the Council.
122/09 Donation Request Form


Form to be discontinued and written applications to continue to be considered annually in February 

Prop. – Cllr. Lucie-Smith
2nd – Cllr. Bates
Agreed unanimously

123/09 Flood Sirens


PC decided not to take over maintenance and running of sirens.
124/09 PC response to allegations made against clerk

Cllr Downing wished it to be minuted that he was saddened by the tone of some of the correspondence that was sent during the recent spate of letters concerning affordable housing. In particular he was very concerned about one from Mrs Lorraine Howlett which seemed to bring into question the integrity of the Clerk. He stated that he had complete faith in the integrity of the Clerk and asked what action the PC could take to seek a withdrawal of the allegations and an apology from the writer. PC, having agreed with his statement, decided that advice be sought as to whether legal action could be taken by PC against correspondents.  Cllr. Hollox requested that letters sent to PC containing personal comments about him and his family also be considered in this. 
125/09 Affordable Housing


Results of questionnaire regarding Mill Road site had been printed and distributed throughout the village after it was pointed out that the figures had not been revealed at September meeting as agreed by PC July meeting.  Results were 79 of over 300 leaflets delivered, were returned.  50 – ‘No’ and 25 – ‘Yes’ to Mill Road site.  2 had no vote and 2 were received too late to be counted.


Letter received from Mrs Hart enclosing copy of letter from H Bellingham MP.  Copied to all councillors and read out during meeting.  No response received from enquiries to Nikki Patton or Ed Mumford-Smith
126/09 Draft Great Ouse Tidal River Strategy Consultation


Circulated before the meeting.  Comment to be sent that PC supports the Environment Agency in its strategy and wishes to stress that sufficient volumes of water are still needed to clear the silt beds in Magdalen and district.
127/09 Representatives Reports

None
128/09 Planning

09/01692/F, 3 Stow Road and 09/1615/F, The Vine, Vine Hill, both supported
129/09 Councillors agenda items for next meeting and matters of concern
None
130/09 Date of next meeting

Next mtg - 12 November,  Cllr. Hollox – c’llr surgery,  Cllr. Lucie-Smith – accounts. Mtg. closed 8.50 
Chairman
……………………………………….
Date
……………………………………
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