
WIGGENHALL ST MARY MAGDALEN PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 5 September 2008
Present
 Councillors W Bates, A Bumstead, A Downing, P Hollox, E. Lucie-Smith, D Walsh
Clerk - S Goodwin, 

Also present 3 members of the public
Cllr.P Stone – Chair, did not attend

A Downing took the Chair in the absence of Cllr. Stone

93/08 Accept apologies for absence
Cllr. Moreau (BC) 
94/08 Elect Chair

Letter read out of resignation as a councilor, from Cllr. Stone.  Clerk had informed BC and no request for an election had been requested. 

That  Cllr. Downing be Chairman



Prop. –  Cllr. Bates
2nd– Cllr. Hollox 



Cllr. Downing thanked them but declined and proposal was withdrawn

That Cllr.  Lucie-Smith be Chairman



Prop. –  Cllr. Walsh
2nd– Cllr. Downing
3 for, 3 abstentions


Declaration of Acceptance was signed and witnessed.  Letter of thanks to be sent to P Stone.
95/08 Confirm minutes of the meeting held on 4 July
That minutes previously circulated and taken as read, are a true and accurate record
 Agreed  unanimously

Confirm minutes of the meeting held on 1 August
That minutes previously circulated and taken as read, are a true and accurate record
 Agreed  unanimously
96/08 Accept accounts to 18 August
Noted that £22 village hall hire for Affordable Housing consultation event, should have been paid by BC and/or Broadland Housing but because it was not raised with them during meeting arrangements that PC should pay on this occasion.

That accounts be accepted 
 Agreed  unanimously
97/08 Declarations of Interest on Agenda Items

None
98/08 Public Speaking

It was agreed that meeting be adjourned for members of public to speak 


Update given of Park Cresent flooding resolutions
Meeting restarted
 
99/08 Matters Arising

64/08
Pride in Norfolk Awards – WI Forward to the Future.  Certificate received for being a finalist and prize to be awarded at ceremony on 18 September for winning EDP Pride in Norfolk Awards.  I Stuart who nominated village organising attendees.
241/07v
Steps cut into bank still not removed.  Environment agency informed.  Will investigate when next in area
100/08 Correspondence

Magdalen Chapel – Coffee morning to be held in village hall 27th September.  PC invited to attend.  P Hollox to represent PC
101/08 Finance
a
Replacement value of cemetery gates but not using solid bar is £3500.  Replacement cost of war memorial still awaited. Cllr. Walsh to obtain valuation
b
Agreed cheques to be signed.  
c
That Mr John Cross be appointed as Internal Auditor for 2008/2009



Prop. –  Cllr. Downing
2nd– Cllr. Walsh
Agreed unanimously
102/08 Park Crescent Flooding
D Walsh had attended meeting with representatives from Highways, Freebridge, Borough Council, Anglian Water and a report of the meeting compiled by Jo Garrod (BC) had been circulated to councillors in the August folder.  Highways had since jetted out drains, (possibly belonging to PC, but to be investigated) and found no problem.  Water run into manhole of nearby house and then drains into dyke between Park Crescent and A Desborough’s land.  Efforts are being made by Highways and BC for dyke to be cleared or alternative dyke to be dug out.  Pumping Station has been repaired.  Copy of transfer of strip of land (including 2 drains) from BC to CC to PC received from Jo Garrod.  This land forming drive between village hall and Park Crescent.  Possibility that responsibility for land and 2 drains was later transferred to Norfolk Property Services on behalf of the School to be investigated.  Copy of transfer lease to be obtained and Jo Garrod to be asked to request copies of any other legal documents held by BC relating to this strip of land.
103/08 Affordable Housing 

Ed Mumford-Smith informed the PC by mail that he would go back to landowners who previously expressed an interest in working with him and see if they now wished to proceed.
104/08 Allotments


Clerk requested that all councillors familiarize themselves with the allotments.  Mr & Mrs Dalrymple-Alford had written confirming that written response re their shelter and planning permission has been requested from BC.  They expressed concern about ragwort on adjoining plots and pile of rubbish on their plots still not moved by previous tenants.  Letter to be sent to M Main pointing out he is in breach of tenancy agreement and for rubbish and ragwort to be removed from plots by September 30th, also informing him that failure to remove ragwort may result in a report to Defra and possibly a fine.  Copy to be sent to I Alford.  Letter to be sent to I Alford, stating he is in breach of tenancy agreement and that correspondence from Planning department regarding structure on his land is required by September 30th.  Allotments to be advertised.
105/08 Cemetery
Permission was given for Cllr. Walsh to conduct a feasibility study as to upkeep/maintenance of cemetery including installation of standpipe using mainly voluntary labour.  Matter to be on future agenda
106/08 Highways

Request for Speed Awareness Monitoring II to be placed in the village to be made.  Gully has been installed in Stow Road where puddles form .  Thanks given to G Simpson for speedy response to this problem.

107/08 Planning
None
108/08 PC meeting dates

That meetings be held on 2nd Monday of each month

Prop. – Cllr. Bumstead

2nd– Cllr. Bates

 In accordance with Standing Order 68, this matter will, when proposed and seconded, stand 
adjourned without discussion to the next ordinary meeting of the Council


Clerk to ascertain if hall is available for those times
109/08 Draft proposals for Unitary Norfolk Authority


No comment to be made at this time, but matter to be on December agenda to decide if 
comment regarding Status Quo to be sent to Secretary of State
110/08 Magdalen Village Hall Committee


In response to a request from the PC for a copy of the Village Hall Committee minutes, VHC replied 
that if copies were to be supplied, they would want assurances that the contents would not enter the 
public domain.  VHC also said that their treasurer was investigating the financial position of the 
village hall if the school was to close.  Clerk to request that PC be informed of Treasurers findings.  
Copy of Village hall Trust Deed to be put into correspondence folder and matter to be on next 
agenda.
111/08 PC Representatives Reports

CAG meeting attended by T Downing.  Priorities to be speeding in Tilney cum Islington, parking in West Walton, and anti-social behaviour at Walsoken.  Future reports to be e-mailed to councillors with a printed copy for the correspondence folder
112/08 Councillors agenda items for next meeting and matters of concern
To consider making Magdalen Cold Calling Free Zone to be on next agenda.  Cllr. Downing to investigate.
113/08 Exclusion of Public and Press from item 114/08


It was put that in view of the special or confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it was 
advisable in the public interest that the public be temporarily excluded and they are requested to withdraw”
Members of the public left at this point

114/08 PC communications


Discussion took place as to why councillors were resigning, how the PC could attract more 
people to attend PC meetings and how more people 
could be encouraged to put themselves forward 
as potential councillors.  It was agreed that the conduct of meetings is governed to a great extent by 
legislation and that perhaps the underlying reasons for the  conduct of the meeting should be more 
clearly explained to parishioners.  Clerk is to produce an article for publication, explaining in not 
too formal a manner what the PC does on behalf of the village.
115/08 War Memorial


The PC agreed in principle to a request from the cleaners of Magdalen church for a stone trough 
containing rosemary (for remembrance) at the base of the war memorial.  They and future church 
cleaners would be responsible for maintenance, insurance etc.  It was confirmed that PC are 
responsible for the memorial and the graveled area around the memorial.
116/08 Date of next meeting

Next ordinary meeting to be 3 October.
Cllr. Walsh to check accounts in November

Members were reminded that a representative from the Borough Council, Emergency Planning 
Officers department will be attending before the start of the meeting to advise the PC on Community 
Emergency Plans, starting at 7.00pm
 Meeting closed 9.55 pm  
Chairman
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Date
……………………………………
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