
WIGGENHALL ST MARY MAGDALEN PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting held on 11 July 2014
Present  Cllrs: J Anderson, R Chitty, D Coles, B Dent, P Hollox, J Morton, 
Clerk – S Goodwin                                                                    Three members of the public 
As the Chairman and Vice-Chairman were both absent, it was agreed that Cllr. Anderson should Chair the meeting.

49/14 Apologies for absence
Cllr. Crumpler, Cllr Spicer, Cllr Smith, Cllr B Long (CC)
50/14 Minutes of the meeting held on 12 June
Having been circulated previously, it was proposed and accepted that the minutes be agreed
51/14 Declarations of Interest and Dispensation Requests

None
52/14 Public Speaking

Timing of public speaking
53/14 Matters Arising
UK Power Networks had reduced height of Eucalyptus tree and removed trimmings from cemetery.  Clerk had contacted P Jones who agreed that it is part of cemetery contract to maintain hedge height to 10 ft and that trimming will take place later this year.
54/14 Correspondence
Request from Magdalen Church for PC to enter scarecrow as part of the festival.  Agreed.
55/14  
Highways
a 
VAS has been ordered by NCC from Westcotec who say it will be installed as soon as possible
b 
Watlington PC agrees in principle to the trod but are keen that NCC/highways to take full financial responsibility for it.  Clerk to contact Cllr Long asking for his support on this matter and also to request he attends Magdalen PC meeting in September
c
Notification of intended closure of Church Road on 23rd August received from Highways.  Comment to be sent that PC supports concept of Fun Day including closure of road for races but considers that 5.5 hours is excessive and proposes that closure is for 2 hours only, thus limiting inconvenience.
56/14 
Speedwatch
Cllr. Chitty had contacted A Lawton to arrange for Magdalen Speedwatch team to borrow equipment for speed checks to take place at end of July
57/14 
Allotments
a
Clerk still awaiting reply from National Allotment Association.  Responses to all other questions from DCLG have been responded to by clerk.
b 
Cllr Chitty was unable to pass any contact details for Solar Farms as adverts appear to have been withdrawn.
c
Tenancy of allotments for 2016 onwards to be discussed at next meeting taking into account the response from DCLG.  
58/14 Parish Plan 
Plan is with BC for approval.
59/14 Lighting
Due to the possible expenditure on a trod, it was agreed that replacement of lighting stock be considered at a later date and that meanwhile, Cllrs Cole and Chitty should establish whereabouts of LED street lighting in neighbouring villages so that a site visit can be made to see efficiency of LED lights.
60/14 Pensions Scheme

Clerk had received advice from HMRC that automatic enrolment into a pension scheme would not be applicable for Magdalen Parish Council until April 2017.  Clerk had registered PC details so that HMRC will inform PC when any action needs to be taken.  Cllr. Dent explained to PC how new scheme will work once it is in operation.

61/14 Sustainable Communities Act

Clerk explained that currently the position concerning the legality of PC’s selling surplus energy is uncertain.  PC considered proposal under the Sustainable Communities Act asking for the government to give all parish and town councils the right to sell electricity that they generate from local schemes.  Agreed that proposal be sent

Prop. – Cllr Dent

2nd – Cllr Coles
62/14 Governing Body Consultation 
Consideration was given to  Federation of Wimbotsham and Stow Community School, Magdalen Village School and St Germans Primary School. Agreed that response be sent stating that Magdalen PC supports the proposed Federation and wishes well to all concerned

Prop. – Cllr Morton

2nd – Cllr Coles
63/14 Planning 

a 
Land adjacent to Holley House.  Site visit attended by councilors.   Owner showed them around the site and answered questions.  Letter of thanks sent by clerk.
64/14 
Finance 
a
Accepted accounts to July 1st
b
Considered purchase of Practitioners Guide and agreed that updated version be purchased at a cost of £20





Prop. – Cllr Dent

2nd – Cllr Coles


c 
Considered renewing membership of Norfolk Rural Community Council (NRCC) and agreed that Bronze Membership be renewed at a cost of £20





Prop. – Cllr Chitty

2nd – Cllr Dent
d
Agree cheques to be signed and payments made

e 
Considered purchase of PC laptop for clerk’s use and it was agreed by all including the clerk that it was an un-necessary expenditure at the current time
65/14 
Councillors Concerns and agenda items
Speedwatch and Parish Plan to be on agenda
66/14 Date of meeting

Next meeting – 11 September
Meeting closed 9.10 pm
Cllr Dent to check accounts before  September,  October  and November meetings

Chairman
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Date
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