



 Wiggenhall St Mary Magdalen Parish Council
Minutes of an Ordinary Meeting of the above named Parish Council held on 
12th February 2015 at Wiggenhall St Mary Magdalen Village Hall
Present  
Cllrs: J Anderson, R Chitty, D Coles, S Crumpler, P Hollox, J Morton, P Smith (Chairman), G Spicer
Clerk – S Goodwin                                                             


 5 members of the public 
152/14 
Accept apologies for absence 
B Dent whose letter of resignation was read out.  Clerk to send letter of thanks
153/14 
Minutes of meetings held on 8th January
Having been circulated previously, it was proposed and accepted that the minutes be agreed
154/14  
Declarations of interest on agenda items.
None
155/14 
Public Speaking
Suggestion that collaboration between parish councils take place re dredging of the river, update given on grips dug in verge by 30 Lynn Road, complaint about dog refuse on river bank
156/14 
Matters arising 
Wall on river bank has now been repaired in response to letter sent to Environment Agency in November 2014
157/14 
Correspondence  received – for information only

a
David Coles resignation letter read out.  Personal thank you given by Chair on behalf of PC
b
One councilor expressed an interest in attending a Street Lighting Workshop if it is held in March

c
Details of courses ‘Understanding your council’s finances’ given.  No-one to attend

d
SLCC roadshow at Thetford, Wednesday 15 April includes item on Neighbourhood planning

e
West Norfolk area meeting at Downham Market, 16th February includes Neighbourhood planning
f 
Seminar about Neighbourhood planning, 27 March at Breckland District Offices, Dereham
158/14 
Highways – 

a
Parishioner reported to Highways that Lynn Road sign has been knocked down
b
Clerk to contact highways re High Road hedging, condition of Fen Road, Park Crescent and Burnt Lane.  
159/14 
Speedwatch
No checks have been done in the past month but will hopefully take place in the coming month.  Eagre News to be asked to include article requesting volunteers.
160/14 
Community Emergency Plan 
Clerk to print article about CEP on back of APM leaflet for distribution by Eagre News team
161/14 
Defibrillator 
Defibrillator had been tested and found to require a new battery and 2 new sets of pads.  Clerk had obtained costs and it was agreed that a mild steel cabinet would be most appropriate at a cost of £580, battery would be £195 and pads £100.  Agreed that battery, pads and storage cabinet be ordered by clerk


Prop. – Cllr Crumpler

2nd – Cllr Chitty

Discussion took place as to most suitable location for defibrillator.  Agreed that telephone kiosk in Stow Road was most central location and Mr Holland offered to keep a check on it.  Kiosk requires new handle and he will replace this for PC.  Publicity to be given once unit is in place.
162/14 
Parish Plan Actions
Consideration was given to recommendations from Parish Plan publication.
a
Provision of additional bins discussed but it was questioned whether they would encourage irresponsible dog owners any more than the 4 current bins do.  Generally felt that the irresponsible dog owner would ignore any number of bins.  Location of additional bins was also discussed with no firm solution being reached.  Environment Agency are against bins being located on river bank and there are 2 nearby already.  

b 
Speed review in village – clerk to request police and highways to look into the matter.  Clerk and K Holland to try and source wheelie bin stickers ‘Slow Down in our village’ or similar.
163/14  
Allotments
Clerk explained that verbal agreement had been made by PC in 2009 with the allotment holders of that time, that PC would not hold them to one year’s notice as in the new  contract.  Clerk felt that this should now be put into writing so as to  formalise the situation as only the clerk and  one councilor remained who had been at that meeting.  This does not apply to anyone taking on plots after 2009 although it would be at the PC’s discretion to waive the notice if desired.  It was agreed that the precedent has been set by previous tenants notice being waived and that this can now be minuted and formalised.  Clerk to write to tenant of plots 1-14, who raised this question
164/14 
Reviews
a
Financial Regulations  - approved with no amendments

b
Internal Audit - approved with no amendments

c
Effectiveness of systems of internal control - approved with no amendments

165/14  
Planning 
a 
15/00076/F  Variation of condition 2 of planning permission 14/00088/F to amend approved plans at Barns adjacent to Holley House, Stow Road, Magdalen

Supported with no further comment   
b
15/00150/RM  Reserved Matters application for construction of residential dwelling at Church Meadow Farm (plot 2) 9 Lynn Road, Magdalen 
Refused as it would not be in keeping with surrounding properties.  The roof height would be greater than those in the area particularly as it is faced by bungalows.  The character of any building in this location must be in character with those in the immediate area 
166/14 
Finance – 
a
Accepted accounts to February 1st

b 
It was agreed that £50 donation be made to Eagre News in recognition of the assistance it gives the PC by delivering leaflets, publishing notices and giving updates of PC meetings

c
It was agreed that in accordance with contract, a pay increase for clerk including payment of arrears from April 2014 be made as advised by SLCC/NALC
d 
Agreed that cheques be signed
167/14 
Councillors concerns and agenda items for next meeting –information only 
Speedwatch to be on next agenda
168/14 
Public speaking
No comments made
169/14  
Confirm date of next meeting – 12 March at Magdalen Village Hall
Meeting closed at 9.05pm
Chairman ………………………………………………….   

Date …………………………………..

