
WIGGENHALL ST MARY MAGDALEN PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting held on 12 December 2013
Present  

Cllrs: J Anderson, R Chitty, D Coles, S Crumpler, B Dent, P Hollox, J Morton, P Smith (Chair), G Spicer,
Clerk – S Goodwin
One member of the public 
125/13 Apologies for absence
None

126/13 Minutes of the meeting held on 14 November
Having been circulated previously, it was proposed and accepted that the minutes be agreed 
127/13 Declarations of Interest and Dispensation Requests

None
128/13 Public Speaking

Unsociable behavior and how to cope with it and the agencies to contact 
129/13 Matters Arising
a
Vote of thanks given to Cllr. Cole and Cllr. Spicer for Christmas Tree made from recycled goods and displayed in the church.  
b
Reply received from O Kelly accepting offer of councilors to visit the school.  Agreed that this should take place in February.  Clerk to liaise and arrange date

130/13 Correspondence
a
Cllr. Anderson volunteered to read lesson at Carol Service at Magdalen Church
131/13 
Highways
a
Grit bin in Church Road, full of water.  Cllr. Spicer to drill holes in side to enable drainage.
b
Clerk to request VAS to be connected as soon as possible
c
Letters to be sent to Environment Agency, Borough Council and Police about lack of assistance and notification during recent flood alert

132/13 Speed Issues
Police had spoken to Royal Mail fleet manager about speeding Royal Mail van.  Police had attended Park Crescent to monitor speeding and advice had been given to several drivers concerning wearing of seat belts but no speeding had been witnessed.  Police to be notified with more detail if speedwatch team are abused.  Clerk to ascertain when SAM2 unit will next be available for use in the village
133/13 
Allotment Report

All appears to be in order.  No applications received for vacant plots.  Clerk to instigate application for change of use

134/13  
Asset Report

No matters of concern were noted

135/13 Incinerator

Eric Pickles MP seeking further comments.  No decision made as yet
136/13 Council Tax Benefit Support Grant
Contents noted but no response to be sent to letter explaining tax base calculations
137/13 Service and Financial Planning 2014/17
Agreed that letter to be sent to Cllrs Hopkins (BC) and Long  (CC) urging them to lobby for 25% contribution by PC’s in Parish Partnership funding and for NCC highways budget to be increased not reduced.  Copy to be sent to Elizabeth Truss MP.



Prop. – Cllr Dent
2nd -   Cllr Coles
138/13 Planning 

No planning applications
139/13  
Finance 
a
Accepted accounts to November 17th
b
Remaining Barclays account can be closed by clerk when nil balance in account.  Cheque to be signed at this meeting clearing funds from Barclays and to be paid into Unity Bank        

c
Agreed cheques be signed and payments made. 
d
Clerk’s hours were reviewed following NALC recommendations for minimum hours.  Clerk assured members that current hours of 29 per month are sufficient and comply with recommendations.  Thanks were given to the PC, which has always been receptive of adjustments in working hours both increasing and decreasing them when appropriate
e
Budget items were received by clerk to aid in preparation of budget for 2013/2014

140/13 
Councillors Concerns and agenda items
Review of Financial Regulations to be on agenda and also commemoration of 100th anniversary of 1st World War
141/13 Date of meeting

Next meeting – 9 January   Cllr Morton to check accounts before meeting.  Cllr Spicer to check accounts before February, March and April meeting
Meeting closed 9.15 pm
Chairman
……………………………….
Date
………………………
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